A LIFE OF GREATEST VALUE
1. Worship—Love God Above All

Theme:  “The Gospel is about bringing honor to God, not God honoring us!”

Introduction

Years ago while attending a Christian seminar, I heard the speaker say, “You will become like your emotional focus!”  As the speaker was informing his audience the consequences of bitterness, he helped them recognize that persons who hold a bitter spirit toward those who offended them, these thoughts of the offense and of the offender will begin to dominate their minds.  Tragically, pride, selfishness, stubbornness and a host of other destructive root attitudes accompany the bitter spirit.  They, in turn, will reflect the very traits that offended the bitter person in the first place.
The opposite is true as well.  If your emotional focus centers on the love, grace and forgiveness of God, your character and behavior will reflect it. This is why the first and great commandment is so important for God’s people.  The beginning point for living a life of greatest value is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength”.  One’s true love for God will be evidenced in you’re his behavior.(Mark 12:30).   By concentrating on Christ, on His love and grace, on His word and the presence of His Spirit allows Him to produce a wholesome change in us.  You will become like Christ when He is your emotional focus.
To live “a life of greatest value” must in a genuine love for God.  That love is expressed through worship.  What you value most in life becomes the object of your worship.  The word ‘worship’ actually means          “worth-ship”, it is to hold in highest esteem and devotion, to give worth to, to have an intense admiration for.  This is God’s call to you.  He seeks to give you life, an abundant life, a meaningful and fulfilling life, a life of greatest value.  But to experience that life can only begin when God is given His proper place in your life.  When you love God above all, when you worship Him by giving Him “worth-ship” you will become like your emotional focus.
Scripture Reading :  Isaiah 40:21-31

1. In Isa. 40:18; Isaiah asks a profound question” to whom or to what will you compare God?  Share a picture or idea you have had of God while growing up!

What We Should Know?
1. What image does Isaiah present concerning the greatness of God?
2. When you look at the starry heavens, or take in the beauty of the Grand Canyon, or gaze at a beautiful sunset, what come to your mind concerning the greatness and power of God?  Isa. 40:25-26
3. Knowing that Isaiah is writing to Jewish people who are in Babylonian captivity, how would this perspective of God give them hope and encouragement?           40:27-28
4. What insight does Isaiah give to people with faith in God who feel overwhelmed while facing  their problems?  40:29-31
Who We Should Be?
1. How can your view of God influence your attitude toward life and its circumstances?
2. Many people have an idea that for God to be great than He must resolve all our needs and wants.  How do other scriptures speak to this?        Matt. 6:24, 33;  Rom. 8: 28;  Phil 4:11-13, 19
3. Why do you suppose weekly worship is so important for Christians to deepen their love for God?  Rom. 8:35-39; Heb. 10:24,25;  I John 4:9-10, 19
4. God Himself pursues a love relationship with you.  He has taken the initiative to bring you into relationship with Him. (Romans  5:10) What kind of response does He expect from?   John 14:15,21; II Cor. 5:14-16, 19
What We Should Do?

1. What are ways this week that you will pursue to develop a better appreciation for the greatness of God?

2. As you consider the greatness of God how does the fact of Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection help you to understand the depth of God’s love for you?

3. Reflect on what it means to “worship” God.  What can you do daily, weekly to express a deeper love for Him?
